TO  ERR  IS  HUMAN,  TO  FORGIVE  DIVINE 


NEW-YORK,  WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  23,  1826 


SBXiBOT  VAllXSTXSSa  not  a  whit.’^  This  interview  gave  the 

_  Bishop  a  sorrowful  prospect  of  what  was 

-  to  be  expected,  if  ever  the  Princess  came 

LAST  HOURS.  to  the  throne.  When  she  ascended  the 

throne,  Ridley  went  to  do  her  homage, 
and  to  submit  himself  to  her  clemency. — . 

Previous  to  the  accession  of  the  bloody  He  was  immediately  sent*  to  the  ^riMver, 
Mary  to  the  throne  of  England,  Dr.  Rid-  and  after  three  months  imprisoment  was 
ley,  then  Bishop  of  London,  paid  the  prin-  removed  to  Oxford,  and  coiideiimed^  Jbr 
cess  a  visit  at  her  place  of  retirement  in  heresy.  During  the  two  weeks  b^ween 
the  country.  Mary  thanked  him  for  his  his  condemnation  and  death,  the  prie^ 
civility,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  used  every  means  in  their  power  to  gain, 
iiitn  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour — she  him  over  to  their  cause,  but. be  was  deaf 

told  him  that  she  remembered  him  at  court,  to  their  remonstrances,  and  was^  not  to  be 

and  particularly  mentioned  a  sermon  of  shaken  from  the  principles  be  hiid  adopted, 
his  before  her  father ;  and  then  leaving  VV^hen  the  day  of  his  death  arrived,  -  he 
her  chamber  of  presence,  she  dismissed  was  calm  and  intrepid.  'He  called  it  his. 
him  to  dine  with  her  officers.  Alter  dinner  wedding-day;  and  having  invited  some, 
she  sent  for  him  again,  when  the  Bishop  friends,  he  supped  the-  preceding  evening 
informed  her,  that  he  not  only  came  to  pay  with  great  cheerful nesss.  One  of  his  friends, 
her  a  visit,  but  also  to  offer  to  preach  proposed  to  sit  up  with  him,  but  he  de-. 
before  her  next  Sabbath,  if  she  would  be  dined,  saying,  that,  by  God^s  help,  he', 
pleased  to  permit  him.  On  this  she  chan-  hoped  to  sleep  as  quietly  as  ever  he  had 
ged  countenance,  and  after  some  minutes  done.  On  the  morning,  he  deessed  him* 
silence,  said,  As  for  this  matter,  I  pray  self  in  his  episcopal  hiibk,  and  walked  tp 
you,  my  lord,  make  the  answer  to  it  your-  the  place  of  execution  between  the  Mayor, 
self.”  And  upon  the  Bishop’s  urging  the  and  one  of  the  Aldermen;  and  seeing 
matter,  as  a  sense  of  conscience  and  duty,  Latimer  approach,  he  ran  to  meet  him, 
she  at  last  told  him,  that  the  doors  of  the  embraced  him,  and  exclaimed,  Be  of 
parish  chiifch  should  be  open  to  him,  where  good  heart,  brother,-for  God  will  either 
he  might  preach  if  he  pleased,  but  neither  assuage  the  fury  of  the  flames,  or  else  give 
hersfdf  nor  any  of  her  servants  should  hear  us  strength  to  endure  them.”  At  the 
him.  ^^Madam,  I  trust  you  will  not  refuse*  stake  he  knelt  down  and  embraced  iC— 
God’s  word.”— “  I  cannot  tell  what  you  Both  he  and  Latimer  prayed,  and  both 
call  God’s  word.  That  is  not  God’s  word  suffered  the  most  cruel  death  .with  trf 
now  which  was  God’s  word  in  my  father’s  greatest  courage. 


BISHOP  RIDLEY. 


wdghts  hung  speechless.  Each  mejiiber  person  as  yoursrjf,  should  have  been  over 
fell  viispos^id  to  lay  tbn  biaine  ou  the  other,  cotne  by  this  •'j'lJden  suggestion.  It  ig 
At  length  the  dial  iiisiituted  a  tormal  in-  true  you  have  done  a  great  deal  of  work  iy 
quiry  as  to  the  cause  of  the  stagnation,  your  time,  so  we  have  all,  and  are  likeln 
when  hands,  wheels  and  weights,  with  to  do.  Would  you  now  do  me  the  favour 
one  voice,  protested  their  innocence.  But  to  give  about  half-a-dozen  strokes  to  illus- 
now  a  faint  tick  was  h<  ard  from  the  pen-  trate  my  argument.”  The  pendtdum  com- 
dutum,  who  thus  spokr  : — I  confess  my-  piled,  and  ticked  six  times  at  its  usual 
self  to  be  the  sole  cause  of  the  present  pace.  ‘^Now,”  resumed  the  dial,  ‘‘may 
stoppage  ;  and  am  willing  for  the  general  I  be  allowed  to  inquire,  if  that  exertion 
satisftclion,  to  assign  my  reasons.  The  was  at  all  fatiguing  or  disagreeable  to 
truth  is,  that  I  am  tired  ot  licking.”  Upon  you  “Not  in  the  least,”  replied  the 
this,  the  old  clock  became  so  enraged,  pendulum,  “  it  is  not  of  six  strokes  1  com- 
thal  it  was  on  the  point  of  striking.—  plain,  nor  of  sixty,  but  of  millions.” — 
^^Lazy  wire !”  exclaimed  the  dial-plate,  “  Very  good,”  replied  the  dial,  “  but 
holding  up  its  hands.  “Very  good,”  recollect  that  although  you  may  think  of 
replied  the  pendulum,  “it  is  vastly  easy  a  million  strokes  in  an  instant,  you  are 
for  you,  Mr.  Dial,  who  have  always,  as  required  to  execute  but  one  ;  and  that, 
every  body  knows,  set  yourself  up  above  however  often  you  may  have  to  swing,  a 
me — it  is  vastly  easy  for  you,  I  say,  to  moment  will  always  be  given  you  to  swing 
accuse  other  people  of  laziness  :  you,  who  in.”  “  That  consideration  staggers  me,  I 
have  had  nothing  to  do  all  the  days  of  confess,”  said  the  pendulum.  “Then  I 
your  life  but  to  stare  people  in  the  face,  hope,”  resumed  the  dial-plate,  “we  shall 
and  to  amuse  yourself  with  watching  all  all  immediately  return  to  duty ;  for  the 
that  goes  on  in  the  kitchen.  Think,  1  maids  will  lie  in  bed  till  noon  if  we  stand 
beseech  you,  how  you  would  like  to  be  idling  thus.”  Upon  this,  the  weights, 
shut  up  for  life  in  this  dark  closet,  and  who  had  never  been  accused  of  light  con- 
wag  backwards  and  forwards,  year  after  duct,  used  all  their  influence  in  urging 
year,  as  I  do.”  him  to  proceed,  wdien,  as  with  one  con- 

“  As  to  that,”  said  the  dial,  is  there  sent,  the  wheels  began  to  turn,  the  hands 
not  a  window  in  your  house,  on  purpose  began  to  move,  the  pendulum  began  to 
for  you  to  look  through?”  “For  all  wag,  and,  to  its  credit,  ticked  as  loud  as 
that,”  resumed  the  pendulum,  “  it  is  very  ever,  while  a  beam  of  the  rising  sun,  that 
dark  here;  and  although  there  is  a  win-  streamed  through  a  hole  in  the  kitchen 
dow,  1  dare  not  stop,  even  for  an  instant,  shutter,  shining  full  upon  the  dial-plate,  it 
to  look  out ;  besides,  I  am  really  weary  brightened  up  as  if  nothing  had  been  the 
of  my  way  of  life,  and,  if  you  please,  J^l  matter.  When  the  farmer  came  down  to 
tel!  you  how  I  took  my  disgust  at  it. —  breakfast  that  morning,  on  looking  at  the 
This  morning  1  happened  to  be  calculating  clock,  he  declared  that  his  watch  had 
how  many  times  1  should  have  to  tick  in  gained  half  an  l;our  in  the  night, 
the  course  only  of  the  next  twenty  four  moral 

hours :  perhaps  some  of  you  above  there 

can  give  me  the  exact  sum.”  The  minute-  It  is  sail  by  a  celebrated  modern  writer, 
band,  being  quick  at  figures,  instantly  re-  “  Take  care  of  the  minutes,  and  the  hours 
pUed,  “  Eighty-six  thousand  four  hundred  will  take  care  of  themselves.”  This  is 
times.”  “  Exactly  so,^’  replied  the  pen-  an  admirable  hint,  and  might  be  very  sea- 
dulum.  “Well,  I  appeal  to  you  all,  if  the  sonably  recollected  when  we  begin  to  be 
thought  of  this  was  not  enough  to  fatigue  “  weary  of  well  doing,”  from  the  thought 
one ;  and  when  I  began  to  multiply  the  of  having*a  great  deal  to  do.  The  present 
strokes  of  one  day  by  those  of  months  and  is  all  we  have  to  manage :  the  past  is  irre- 
years,  really  it  is  no  wonder  if  1  felt  dis-  coverable ;  the  future  is  uncertain.  Nor 
couraged  at  the  prospect ;  so  after  a  great  is  it  fair  to  burden  one  moment  with  the 
deal  of  reasoning  and  hesitation,  thinks  I  weight  of  the  next, 
to  myself,  I’ll  stop.”  The  dial  could  Sufficient  unto  the  moment  is  the  trouble 
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Increased,  by  calculating  in  a  minute  the 
exertions  of  hours. 

Thus,  in  looking  forward  to  future  life, 
let  us  recollect  that  we  have  not  to  sustain 
all  its  toil,  to  endure  all  its  sufferings,  or 
encounter  all  its  crosses  at  once. 

One  moment  comes  laden  with  its  own 
little  burden,  then  flies,  and  is  succeeded 
by  another  no  heavier  than  the  last.  If 
one  could  be  sustained,  so  can  another, 
and  another. 

Even  in  looking  forward  to  a  single 
day,  the  spirit  may  sometimes  faint  from 
an  anticipation  of  the  duties,  the  labours, 
the  trials  to  temper  and  patience  that  may 
be  expected.  Now  this  is  unjustly  laying 
the  burden  of  many  thousands  moments 
upon  one. 

Let  any  one  resolve  to  do  right  now/ 
leaving  then  to  do  as  it  can  ;  and  if  he  were 
to  live  to  the  age  of  Methuselah,  he  would 
never  err.  Hut  the  common  error  is,  to 
resolve  to  act  right  to-morrow^  or  next 
time :  but  now,  just  this  once,  \i'e  must  go 
on  the  same  as  ever. 

It  seems  easier  to  do  right  to-morrow 
than  to-day,  merely  because  we  forget  that 
when  to-morrow  comes,  then  will  be  now. 
Thus  life  passes,  with  many,  in  resolu¬ 
tions  for  the  future,  which  the  present 
never  fulfils. 

It  is  not  thus  with  those,  who  hy  patient 
continuance  in  well-doing^  seek  for  glory, 
honour,  and  immortality.  Day  by  day, 
minute  by  minute,  they  execute  the  ap¬ 
pointed  task,  to  which  the  requis>‘te  measure 
of  time  and  strength  is  proportioned  ;  and 
thus,  having  worked  while  it  is  called  day, 
they  at  length  rest  from  their  labours,  and 
their  works  follow  them.’^ 

Let  us  then,  “  whate\^r  our  hands  find 
to  do,  do  it  with  all  our  might,'’  recollecting 
that  now  is  the  proper  and  the  accepted 
time. 

BDSOSlaliAXfSOVS. 

RISE  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  METHO¬ 
DIST  SOCIETY, 

IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK. 

(Continued  from  pape  3€6) 

RIGHTS  OF  THE  PEOPLE,  &c. 

FACTS  ARE  STUBBORN  THIKGS.’* 

To  aU  whom  it  may  concemy 
When  men  of  standing  and  respectabil¬ 
ity,  in  a  religious  society,  publish  to  the 
world  their  meaning,  or  intention,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  any  act  they  may  have  committed ; 
it  would  naturally  be  supposed  that  catt?- 

'^9 


dour  and  good  faith  should  show  itself 
throughout  their  communicatiori.  Wheths 
er  this  has  been  the  case,  in  an  adtircss-, 
published  August  1 1, 1820,  and  signed 
several  ministers,  relative  to  the  proceed^ 
ings  of  the  General  and  New- York  An* 
nual  Conferences,  of  the  Afethodist  £pis^ 
copal  Church — let  the  world  judge.  The 
rule  of  General  ConfeVence  is,  ‘  that  in 
ture  we  will  admit  no  charter,  deed, 
conveyance,  for  any  house  of  worship, tir 
be  used  by  us,  unless  it  be  secured,*  *that 
we  may  execute  the  discipline  of  the  church, 
according  to  the  true  meaning  and  purport 
of  our  deed  of  settlement.^  It  is  said  in 
the  address,  that  reports  had  gone  forth, 
that  the  New- York  Annual  Conference 
designed  to  possess  themselves  of  the  prop* 
erty  belonging  to  the  Methodist  E.  Church: 
if  they  mean  by  this,  that  an  idea  was  in¬ 
culcated,  that  they  were  to  take  possession 
of  liie  property,  to  .sell,  or  appropriate  to 
their  own  individual  purposes,  it  can  hard* 
ly  be  supposed,  that  one  person  is  so  ig^ 
norant  as  to  believe  it  possible  for  th^^mto 
obtain  such  a  right.  But  if  they  mean  that 
it  was  understood  that  they  wished  to  pos¬ 
sess  the  supreme  controul  and  authority 
over  that  property,  I  think  in  their  ai 
dress  they  have  sufficiently  proved  iL— ^ 
What  does  their  deed  of  settlement  say,  to 
which  they  so  repeatedly  refer: — it  reads 
thus,  (after  going  through  the  formal  part) 
that  the  person  to  whom  the  deed  is 
made  out  in  trust,  and  their  successors  tn 
office  for  every  shall  erect,  and  build,  or 
cau.se  to  be  erected  aed  built  thereon,  a 
house,  or  place  of  worship,  for  the  use  of 
the  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcli,  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
according  to  the  rules  and  discipline 
which  from  time  to  time  may  be  agreed 
upon,  and  cidoj)ted  hy  the  ministers  and 
preachers  of  the  said  Church,  at  theif 
General  Conferences,  in  the  United  States 
of  America.”  And  again,  that  as  often 
as  ony  one  or  more  of  the  Trustees,  here¬ 
in  before  mentioned,  shall  die,  or  cease  to 
be  a  member,  or  members,  of  said  Church, 
according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  ae 
aforesaid y^  [which  can  be  altered  frodi 
time  to  time,  without  the  consent  of  the 
people,]  then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  stationed  minister  or 
preacher y  who  shall  have  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  members  of  said  cluirrh,  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  remaining  trusteeSy 
as  soon  as  conveniently  mav  be ;  and 
when  so  met,  the  said  minister  or  preach- 


er,  shall  proceed  to  nominate  one  or  more  person  read  the  above,  and  say  wlietlier 
persons,  t(»  fill  the  place,  or  places,  of  him,  they  would  suppose  that  trvstets  were  to 
or  them,  whose  office,  or  offices  lias  been  be  elected  as  formerly,  if  an  act  of  incor* 
vacated  as  aforesaid.  And  the  xaid  trus-  poraiioiiy  according  to  their  own  resolu- 
ieesj^^  [not  the  people]  so  assembled,  lion,  should  be  obtained — which  reads 
shall  proceed  to  elect,  and  by  a  majority  thus : 

of  votes  appoint,  the  person  or  persons  l.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of 
so  nominated,  to  fill  such  vacancies,  in  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to 
order  to  keep  up  the  number  of  nine  trus-  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  this  state 
tees  for  ever ;  and  in  case  of  an  equal  at  their  next  session,  praying  them  for  a 
numl)er  of  votes,  for  and  against  the  said  special  Act  of  Incorporation  for  our  church, 
nomination,  the  stationed  minister  or  throughout  the  slate,  in  contbrmity  to  the 
preacher,  shall  have  the  casting  voteP'^ —  rules  and  regulations  of  our  discipline ; 
And  again,  whenever  it  shall  be  neces-  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  instructed 
sary  to  sell  any  of  the  property  to  pay  a-  to  furnish  each  presiding  Elder  w'ith  twen* 
ny  debt,”  it  says,  “  the  remainder  shall  he  ty  printed  copies  of  said  memorial, 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  stewards,  to  2.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
be  at  the  disposal  of  the  next  yearly  confe-  of  the  Presiding  Elders  to  furnish  each 
rence,  to  be  appropriated  according  to  preacher  in  their  district  who  may  travel 
judgments,  for  the  use  of  the  society.”  Ac-  in  the  state  of  New-York,  with  a  copy  of 
cording  to  the  above  then,  what  idea  could  said  memorial,  and  that  it  shall  be  the  du- 
be  received,  but  that  in  all  things,  tempo-  ty  of  all  such  preachers  to  use  their  en- 
ral,  and  spiritual,  in  relation  to  church  deavours  to  obtain  subscribers,  and  to  for¬ 
matters,  the  people  should  be  fully  subject  ward  their  names  and  memorials  to  the 
to  the  preacheis.  But  it  is  said,  ‘Mhe  stationed  preacher  of  Albany, 
deed  may  be  modified  according  to  the  3.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  re¬ 
usages  of  the  difi'erent  states,”  &c.  but  port  be  forwarded  to  the  Genesee  Confer- 
do4^s  it  show,  that  t^y  intend  so  to  modify  ence,  praying  them  to  co-operate  with  us 
their  deeds,  when  they  ask  of  the  Legisla-  in  circulating  a  memorial  on  their  circuits, 
ture  a  special  act  of  incorporation.  A-  in  the  bounds  of  their  charge,  which  are 
gain,  it  is  said,  they  had  no  intention  of  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  New-York. 
altering  the  manner  of  electing  trustees.  4.  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of 
Their  acts  and  intention  then,  very  un-  all  those  preachers  who  obtain  subscrip- 
happily  disagree,  and  would  appear  very  tions  to  said  memorials,  to  forward  them 
much  like  saying  one  thing  and  meaning  some  time  before  the  next  session  of  the 
another.  Look  at  the  preamble  to  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  to  the  preacher  in 
resolution  passed  by  the  New-York  Con-  charge  in  the  city  of  Albany,  to  be  by 
ference — it  reads  thus,  ^Mhat  in  order  to  him  presented  to  the  state  Legi*klature. 
obviate  the  difficulties  which  do  now,  and  5.  Resolved,  That  the  committee,  ap- 
have  for  some  time  past,  existed  in  this  pointed  to  prepare  the  before  mentioned 
city  in  respect  to  the  appointment  of  trvs^  memorial,  be  also  instructed  to  prepare  a 
tees,  it  is  both  expedient  and  necessary,  draft  of  an  act  of  incorporation,  in  con¬ 
fer  the  Conference  to  recommend  to  the  formity  to  the  first  resolution  of  this  report, 
people  of  their  charge,  to  petition  the  Le-  to  be  pres^-nted  to  the  state  Legislature, 
gislatnre  of  this  stale,  at  its  next  session,  “  After  reading  the  document  submitted 
for  an  act  of  incorporation,  trA/cA  re-  to  them  from  Vermont,  your  Committee 
cognize  the  peculiarities  of  our  form  of  recommend  to  the  brethren  in  that  state, 
government,  and  thereby  enable  us  more  to  take  similar  measures  to  obtain  an  act 
fully  and  effectually,  to  execute  the  dis-  of  incorporation,  or  otherwise  to  proceed 
cipline  of  our  church.  This  your  Com-  immediately  to  reorganize,  according  to 
mittee  think  to  be  necessary,  not  only  to  the  present  statutes  of  the  state,  in  such 
regulate  the  afiairs  of  our  church  in  this  case  as  made  and  provided.” 
city,  hut  also  throughout  the  state.  Such  To  seek  for  legislative  aid  to  enforce  the 
is  the  present  liTvv  of  this  state,  in  respect  discipline  of  a  church,  is  a  step  toward 
to  the  incorporation  of  religious  societies,  popery,  that  in  this  ^enlightened  day  we 
that  the  trustees  of  our  church,  in  the  ex-  should  suppose  would  hardly  be  submitted 
ercise  of  their  function,  either  cannot  or  to,  excepf  by  those  who  have  lost  the 
will  not  conform  to  the  requirements  of  it  of  Christianity  and  of  /reemen.  Why 
our  discipline.”  Now  let  any  impartial  was  not  the  above  preamble,  with  the  re- 
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solutions,  printed  by  them  ?  because,  there 
would  be  too  glaring  a  contradiction.  A- 
las,  for  the  cause  of  Methodism,  if  such 
despicable  artifices  must  be  resorted  to. — 
Honesty  is  the  best  policy. 

It  is  said,  they  wish  for  no  other  right 
than  to  preach,  administer  the  ordinances, 
and  execute  the  discipline  of  the  church  : 
any  person  may  see  from  the  above,  how 
far  their  ideas  of  executing  the  discipline 
extend.*  The  bill  for  an  act  of  incorpo¬ 
ration  as  well  as  the  memorial,  is  notr^  it 
seems,  to  be  submitted  to  the  people,  so  if 
ought  to  be  :  but  was  this  the  first  inten¬ 
tion.  When  a  church  gets  so  corrupted 
that  its  discipline  cannot  be  enforced  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  the  civil  arm,  it  must  be  fal¬ 
len  indeed.  Take  notice,  whenever  the 
legislature  recognizes  the  peculiarities  of 
the  Methodist  discipliney  and  passes  a 
law  to  enable  the  minister  to  enforce  ity 
the  Methodists  become  the  established  or¬ 
der  in  the  state.!  O  Methodism,  where 
is  thy  blush  I  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  pub¬ 
lish  it  not  in  Askelon  after  so  many 
years  braving  all  difficulties  and  opposi¬ 
tion,  now  to  turn  to  the  world  for  aid. — 
But  some  other  things  have  shewn  that 
there  was  a  desire  to  step  a  little  towards^ 
those  things,  that  have  heretofore  been  re¬ 
probated — witness  a  resolution  passed, 
four  years  since,  by  the  N.  Y  Conference, 
after  the  General  Conference  had  alhuvc  d 

*  A?)d  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  dis¬ 
cipline  with  its  rules,  may  be  altered  from  time 
to  ti/nCf  to  suit  Uieir  own  minds,  the  people  hav¬ 
ing  no  voice  in  the  matter :  so  that  if  they 
choose  to  sell  or  rent  their  seats,  raise  their  sal¬ 
aries,  revoke,  alter,  or  change  their  articles  of 
religion,  do  away  Episcopacy,  or  change  the 
general  rules  of  the  United  Societies,  (Mr  Wes¬ 
ley’s  name  for  what  is  now  termed  the  M.  E. 
Church,)  do  away  (he  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  preachers  and  people,  of  trial  by  commit¬ 
tee,  or  of  appeal,  or  appropriating  even  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  book  concern  (whether  paying  a 
man  1200  dollars  per  year  is  not  already  a  step 
towards  ity)  or  of  the  charter  fund  to  otl\^r  uses 
than  to  aid  the  poor  preachers,  and  the  wddows 
and  children, — they  can  do  it,  for  thus  reads  the 
provision  in  the  restrictions  on  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  provided  nevertheless,  that  on  the  joint 
recommendation  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences, 
then  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  General 
Conference,  succeeding,  shall  suffice  to  alter  any 
of  the  above  restrictions.^'  So  that  from  this  it 
may  be  seen,  let  them  only  retain  the  name.  M. 
E.  Church,  and  all  property  must  belong  to 
them,  though  there  should  not  be  a  vestige  of 
Wesleyan  Methodism  remaining. 

t  I  have  no  fear  that  the  Legislature  will  go 
as  far  as  this,  but  iMows  the  dispositioB  of  tne 
men  who  ask  it. 


table  expenses,  fuel,  &c.  in  which  they 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  circuit  steward  to 
apportion  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  the 
salary,  table  expenses,  &c.  of  the  pieach- 
ers  among  the  several  societies  according 
to  their  ability y  and  to  invite  every  mem¬ 
ber  to  subscribe  how  much  he  would  pay 
quarterly,  for  this  purpose ;  and  yet,  en¬ 
deavours  have  been  used  to  impress  the 
minds  of  the  people,  that  $*100  for  the 
man,  $100  for  his  wife,  and  some  liule 
for  his  children,  is  all  a  preac  her  can  re¬ 
ceive  :  when  in  this  city,  according  to  the 
above,  they  received  from  $<300  to  $h00 
per  year.*  Again,  a  Presiding  Elder,  ( a 
deputy  Bishopy)  must  have  his  talde  ex¬ 
penses,  his  fuel,  his  house  rent,  his  trav¬ 
elling  expenses,  and  his  salary,  for  what  ? 
to  keep  up  a  system,  (as  we  suppose)  op- 
pc«ed  to  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  to  hold  the 
rod  over  the  heads  of  his  brethren;  to 
keep  them  in  slavish  bondage,  to  dictate 
oftentimes  to  men  their  superiors  in  age, 
talents  and  judgment,  as  ministers  of 
Christ ;  to  use  an  influence,  perhaps,  by 
which  certain  men,  are  kept  in  such  sta¬ 
tions  and  situations  as  they  please  in  the 
Church,  while  the  anassurning,  humble, 
zealous  minister,  the  plain,  p<»werful 
preacher,  is  often  kept  at  a  humble  dis¬ 
tance  ;  sent  to  the  extremities  ol  the  work, 
or  perhaps  driven  to  the  necessity  oi*  locat¬ 
ing,  to  maintain  a  growing  famil}  ;  while 
learning  and  oratory  are  put  in  the  place 
of  plainness  and  sincerity .t  O  !  how’ 
much  is  ease,  lionour,  and  the  applause  or 
the  respect  of  the  rich  and  great  sought 
after  by  some  ;  and  is  not  the  discipline 
of  the  church  oftentimes  enforced  upon 
the  poor,  whilst  the  rich  trample  it  under 
foot  ?  witness  in  the  building  of  churches, 
the  dress  of  the  members,  admiuing  to 
love-feast.  In  the  trials  of  preachers  and 
members,  is  there  not  a  partiality  shown  r 
is  there  not  a  continual  negl«  ct  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  precept,  tell  him  his  fault  between 
thee  and  him  alone  ?”  Does  not  pride  and 
highmindedness  too  much  prevail  ?  Is 
there  not  too  much  power  assumed,  and 
has  it  not  been  exercised  loo  rigidly  ?  I 
forbear:  many  more  things  might  he  said  : 
but  that  Being  who  puts  down,  and  raises 
up  ;  wlio  has  the  control  of  churches  as 

*  These  things  are  not  m»*ntioiieiJ,  lo  say  that 
the  labourer  is  not  worthy  of  his  hire,  but  to 
shew  the  dupluHty  of  some  men. 


t  See  a  piece  in  the  Methodist  Magazine  vgn- 
ed  Monitor. 


Well  as  nations^  will  take  his  own  cause 
in  hanH  ;  he  will  have  a  people^  and  he 
sa^s,  Corae  out  from  among  them,  and 
be  ye  separate,  and  1  will  receive  you  ; 
and  ye  shall  be  my  sons  and  my  daugh¬ 
ters,  saith  the  Almighty.’^  May  God  help 
us  to  eye  his  glory,  to  do  Az^will,  to  deny 
ourselves j  take  up  our  cross  and  follow 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

The  above  has  been  written  some  time, 
and  wofjld  long  before  this  have  been  giv¬ 
en  to  the  public  ;  but  it  was  thought  best 
to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  saying  any 
thing  oi)  the  subject.  But  as  attempts  are 
making  to  impress  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  f^ith  an  idea,  that  the  separation  which 
has  taken  place  is  without  any  cause,  it  is 
thought  best  to  let  it  be  published. 

For  some  years  it  has  been  thought  that 
pride,  and  a  conformity  to  the  world,  has 
^h^wn  itself  increasing  in  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  that  power  and  influence  has  been  ex¬ 
ercised  too  much  by  many  of  the  preach¬ 
ers  ;  on  this  account  many  of  the  people 
have  wished  for  a  society  to  rise,  who 
shfHild  be  plain,  and  placed  on  their  pro¬ 
per, footing.  And  as  many  of  the  local 
preachers,  of  long  standing,  both  Elders 
and  Deacons,  have  been  thrown  into  the 
shade  by  the  travelling  preachers,  who,  by 
the  little  respect  they  have  generally  paid 
them,  have  caused  them  to  lose  that  re¬ 
spect  and  influence,  which  ministers  of 
Christ  ought  always  to  possess  among  the 
people  :  and  as  all  power  of  altering  old 
rules,  or  niaking  new  ones,  is  altogether 
in  the  liands  of  a  few  individuals  of  the 
travelling  preachers,  by  which  the  whole 
system  of  ancient  Methodism  is  like  to  be 
overturned  ;  and  feeling,  that  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  freemen,  we  are  at  liberty  to  a- 
dopt  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  shall 
be  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity  ; 
We  i)nrpose,  that  all  temporal  concerns 
shall  be  managed  by  the  people;  that  in 
all  meetings  of  business,  whether  quarterly 
or  animal  Conferences,  there  shall  be  a 
delegation  from  the  circuit,  or  station  ;  to 
preserve  to  the  people  a  proper  represen¬ 
tation  ;  and  that  all  ordained  preachers, 
local  or  travelling,  shall  sit  in  the  Con¬ 
ferences,  together  with  the  delegates 
from  each  circuit  and  station  ;  that 
whenever  new  rules  are  made,  or  old  ones 
revised,  it  shall  be  done  by  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  preachers  and  delegated  members. 
And  as  preachers  have  often  been  impos¬ 
ed  upon  the  people  against  their  desires, 


we  purpose  that  their  requests  shall  be 
tended  to,  and  their  wishes  gratified,  as  far 
as  practicable.  As  war  is  an  evil,  we  feel 
it  our  duty  to  protest  against  it ;  but  ex¬ 
pect  our  members  to  be  obedient  to  the 
government,  paying  such  taxes  as  may  be 
demanded  of  them.  And  as  upwards  of 
300  members  have  incorporated  themselves 
by  the  name  of  the  Methodist  Socie¬ 
ty,’^  and  are  now  building  a  meeting¬ 
house,  (about  50  by  78  feet)  in  a  central 
part  of  the  city ;  and  as  a  discipline,  suit¬ 
ed  to  an  itinerancy j  will  shortly  be  pub¬ 
lished  ;  we  hereby  invite  those  who  feel 
a  love  for  souls,  that  are  now  ministers  of 
Christ,  and  agree  in  sentiment  with  us,  to 
give  information  concerning  their  situation 
and  views.  And  as  we  expect  that  cal¬ 
umny  and  reproach  will  be  cast  upon  us 
by  the  world,  and  bigotted professors,  all 
we  can  say  to  those  who  would  serve  God, 
is  “  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,’^  and  look  forward  to  the 
recompense  of  reward.”  And  as  we  wish 
all  persons  success,  who  seek  to  win  souls 
to  Christ,  we  hope  that  in  peace  we  may 
be  allowed  to  live,  and  that  all  may  have 
the  privilege  of  free-agents,  without  being 
persecuted  because  they  happen  to  differ 
from  others  in  opinion  respecting  church 
government.  And  may  that  Being,  in 
whom  we  trust,  enable  us  to  walk  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  profession  :  and  to  him  be  all 
the  glory. 

NeuhYorky  Sept.  1820. 

(To  be  Continued.) 

ANECDOTE. 

On  the  Princess  Charlotte  visiting  Port¬ 
land  Island,  she  was  going  too  near  the 
verge  of  the  rocks,  which  presented  a  high 
perpendicular  face  to  the  ocean,  when 
one  of  the  ladies,  alarmed  at  her. boldness, 
implored  her  to  go  no  further;  she  replied, 
in  the  most  significant  manner,  “I  wish 
every  one,  standing  on  the  brink  of  des¬ 
truction,  could  retrace  their  steps  as  easily 
as  I  can.” 

HUMBLE  HEARER. 

^^A  torch  may  be  lighted  by  a  candle, 
and  a  knife  be  sharpened  by  an  unpolish¬ 
ed  stone:”  so  Mr.  Hildersham  used  to 
say,  ^^that  he  never  heard  any  faithful 
mkmter  in  his  life,  that  was  so  mean 
but  he  could  discover  sgfne  gift  in  him 
that  was  wanting  in  himself^  and  could 
receive  some  profit  by  him.” 


Consoling  through  life’s  ruggeJ  wraj , 
Sweet  to  the  Christian  loind, 

In  faith  to  watch,  in  faith  to  pray, 
Through  faith  the  blessing  find. 

Then,  I  would  eser,  ever  pny, 

Jesus  be  Thou  my  Friend. 

Be  Thou  my  Life,  my  Truth,  my  Way 
And  guide  me  to  the  end. 


LINES, 

Occasioned  by  being  (old  by  a  Friend,  that  I  must 
Pray. 

Yes,  I  must  pray  ! — and  I  do  pray ; 

But,  ah  !  how  cold  and  faint ! 

How  lifelesss  my  devoirs  to  day, 

How  languid  my  complaint. 

Yes,  I  must  pray ! — Lord  teach  me  how 
.  To  worship  Thee  aright, 

My  proud  rebellious  spirit  bow 
Before  thy  throne  of  light. 

Yes,  I  must  pray  ! — Oh  !  God  of  love, 
Whene’er  I  bow  the  kiiee, 

Look  from  thy  dwelling  place  above, 

Thy  prostrate  suppliant  see. 

Yes,  I  must  pray ! — my  sins  confess. 

My  want  of  zeal  deplore. 

Feel,  deeply  feel  my  helplessness. 

And  trust  my  Saviour's  power. 

And  I  will  pray,— for  Oh !  ’tis  sweet 
Thus  to  converse  with  heaven. 

Humbly  to  lie  at  Jesus’  feet. 

And  feel  my  sins  forgiven. 

Yes,  I  will  pray, — ^for  Oh  !  ’tis  sweet 
To  rise  in  humble  prayer 
Above  the  world — with  Jesus  meet. 

And  his  rich  bounty  share. 

Yes,  I  will  pray, — for  Oh  !  ’tis  sweet 
To  join  the  Hosts  above. 

With  them  to  offer  praises  meet. 

And  sing  the  song  of  love. 

Yes,  I  will  pray, — for  Oh  !  I  love 
To  feel  the  falling  tear, 

To  feel  the  drawings  from  above. 

The  penitence  sincere. 

Yes,  I  will  pray — for  Oh  !  I  love 
To  breathe  the  inward  groan. 

Caused  by  a  Saviour’s  dying  love, 

Caused  by  his  pangs  unknown. 

Yes,  I  mil  pray — for  Oh  !  1  love 
To  view  my  heavenly  rest, 

And  in  sweet  answers  from  above. 

Here  I  shall  yet  be  blest. 

Yes,  I  wUl  pray,— for  oft  I’ve  found 
When  darkness  veil’d  roy  path, 

Prayer,  offered  up  through  Jesus’  wound. 
Hath  quelled  the  Father’s  wrath. 

Yes,  I  will  pray,  — for  oft  I’ve  found 
*•  W’hen  disappointment’s  sting 
Has  caused  a  deep  corroding  wound. 
Prayer,  happiness  will%ring. 

Yes,  1  %tUl  pray, — for  oft  t’ve  found 
Amidst  a  wirld  of  snares. 

Where  dangers  every  path  surround. 

Prayer  dissipates  my  fears. 


WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  23,  1825 


Ji  proof  of  Revelation  for  the  consideration  »/ 
unbelievers. 

The  death  of  our  worthy  brother  Peter 
Sly  ter,  who  was  a  member  of  Hoc  ter 
Conference,*  is  mentioned  in  the  minutes 
of  that' and  the  New-York  Conferences; 
but  the  account  there  given  is  not  so  sat¬ 
isfactory  as  our  friends  have  wished,  inasr« 
much  as  the  circumstances  attending  ^is% 
sickness  and  death,  are  not  particularly' 
given.  For  the  satisfaction  and  encour¬ 
agement  of  those  who  are  preparing  for 
that  solemn  hour  that  awaits  us  all,  we 
will  give  those  particulars  omitted  in  the 
Minutes.  Brother  Slyter  was  a  man  pos¬ 
sessed  of  genuine  piety  ;  as  a  minister  he 
was  zealous  and  faithful  to  the  souls  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  care,  and  ever  solicitous  to 
improve  every  opportunity  to  do  good, 
and  labour  for  the  well-bang  of  his 
fellow-creatures.  He  had  been  declining 
in  his  health  sometime  previous  to  his 
death,  having  the  consumption ;  yet  he 
was  unwilling  to  be  idle  while  he  could  do 
any  thing  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause 
of  God,  and  continued  to  labour  until  he 
was  confined  to  his  bed,  which  took  place  at 
his  own  house.  Many  religious  people  went 
to  see  him  &  comfort  him  in  the  dying  liour. 
He  had  not  been  long  in  this  situation, 
before  he  was  sensible  that  his  end  was 
near  at  hand,  and  he  told  ills  family  and 
the  friends  who  were  present  that  three 
days  from  that  time  at  such  an  hour  he 
would  take  his  departure.  He  continued 
to  fail^nd  all  were  satisfied  that  he  would 
soon  receive  his  discharge  and  reward. — 
The  hour  drew  near  which  he  had  fore¬ 
told  would  put  an  end  to  his  pains  and 
afflictions,  when  he  raised  his  head  and 
asked  those  that  watched  and  waited  on 
him  (it  being  the  third  day)  what  time 
it  was/^  and  received  his  answer  it  then 
wanted  an  hour  for  day-break,  and  an  hour 
for  the  time  he  had  appointed.  He  laid 
very  still  after  receiving  hit  answer,  until 
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the  moment  arrived  when  he  sprung  from 
his  bed  »ipon  his  feet,  raised  his  hands 
toward  Iieaven  shouting  glory,  glory,  ^lory 
to  God,  expired  and  fell.  Thus  lie  fin- 
ish^*d  his  course  with  joy  and  has  gone  to 
receive  that  crovvn  of  righteousness  wh»cli 
was  laid  up  for  him,  and  all  those  who 
love  th*^  appearing  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ. 


f  I*-: 


BtT:siamA,Kvr, 


A  fire  br'kke  out  in  a  Perfumery  and  Fancy 
Store,  in  Broadway,  on  Saturday  morning  and 
destroyed  much  property ;  it  was  with  difficulty 
that  the  faiiiily  aad  lodgers  were  saved,  as  they 
had  to  escape  from  the  second  story  windows, 
when  tne  houiie  was  filled  with  smoke. 

A  fire  al.so  broke  out  in  Jersey  City,  which 
destroyed  several  buildjnits,  on  Friday. 

The  New  Jersey  Lombard  Protection  Bank 
has  stopped  payment.  I'his  with  the  Derby' &i, 
Eagle  Banks  of  Connecticut,  has  .so  injured  the 
confidence  of  t)eople  in  Bank  paper,  that  sever¬ 
al  of  the  Banks  are  severely  run  at  present.  VVe 
would  advise  every  one  to  take  no  money  but 
what  will  be  received  in  the  Banks  of  this  city. 

Basse  Terre,  in  Gaudaloupe,  has  suffered  se¬ 
verely  in  some  late  gales  ;  900  houses  are  said 
to  be  more  or  less  injured,  and  whole  families 
had  perished;  several  other  Islands  had  been 
severely  injured. 

A  gentleman  in  Montreal  was  lately  accosted 
by  a  female  in  the  street  at  11  o’clock  at  night, 
wholly  destitute  of  elothing,  and  her  hands  lied 
tightly  behind  her ;  she  w'as  a  married  woman 
with  six  children  and  had  been  thus  used  by 
her  husband. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  lately 
deceased,  made  provision  in  her  will  for  the 
freedom  of  her  slaves,  and  left  SO'OOO  dollars  to 
the  Collefi:e  at  Danville. 

A  Mr.  Woodcock  was  lately  buried  in  a  well 
at  Fredonia.  while  he  was  examining  it,  and 
notwithstanding  5  or  Bfeet  of  stone  lay  on  him, 
he  WHS  dug  out  but  little  injured. 

The  village  of  Newburgh  contains  3078  per¬ 
sons. 

Upwards  of  has  been  collected  in  the 

churches  at  Boston  for  the  New  Brunswick  suf- 
feicrs,^arul  or  upwards  subscribed  by  the 

Merchants 

Gen.  Ashly  has  returned  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains  with  Furs  to  the  value  of  jf50,000 — 
he  ha.s  be<m  down  some  distance  on  rivers  which 
empty  into  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  is  said  the 
British  have  V»00  men  employed  in  the  terito- 
ries  of  the  United  States  collecting  furs,  one 
party  of  which  had,  it  was  supposed,  the  a- 
mount  of  i2tKt,000. 

St.  Helena  is  .suffering  much  from  drought, 
no  rain  having  fallen  there  for  two  years  ;  up¬ 
wards  of  vessels  had  arrived  at  the  Island 
durinc  the  months  of  May  June. 

An  account  has  been  received  which  will  be 
laid  betore  the  public  in  detail,  but  of  which 
the  following  is  the  suh«tance  :  Majtjr  Clapper- 
ton  k  CHptain  Denham,  in  the  course  of  their 
late  expedition  to  Centi^  Africa,  arrived  in  the 


territory  and  resided  several  weeks  in  the 
Capital  of  a  natioij  jet  black  in  color,  but  have 
long  hair  and  high  features;  they  >  were 'in  a 
Slate  of  high  civilization.  'I  he  British  travel¬ 
lers  reviewed  seven  thousand  cavalry  divided 
into  regular  regiments,  and  all  clothed  in  com¬ 
plete  armour  6000  wore  the  perfect  hauberk 
mail  of  the  early  Norman  Knights  ;  most  .strange 
of  all  KiOO  appeared  in  perfect  Roman  armor. 
It  is  supposed  they  are  the  descendants  of  the 
.Numidians,  who,  after  long  contending  with 
imperial  Rome,  were  forced  to  seek  a  refuge  in 
the  central  desert,  after  the  disohition  of  their 
empire,  i  he  armor  is  made  in  the  most  per¬ 
fect  style  ;  their  houses  are  many  of  them  ele¬ 
gant.  and  their  manners  shew  them  to  be  a  pol¬ 
ished  anJ  extraordinary  people. 

Reyaolds;  the  murderer,  was  executed  agree¬ 
ably  io  sentence  on  Saturday  ;  W’e  were  glad 
to  find  that  bat  few,  comparatively  speaking, 
attended  the  execution,  and  aitho’  some  fenmles 
were  among  Ihe  number,  they  were  mostly  of 
the  lower  class  ;  perhaps  not  half  as  many  were 
present  as  at  former  scenes  of  this  kind.  Reyn¬ 
olds  made  a  full  confession  of  his  guilt  and  says 
it  was  done  by  the  temptation  of  the  .monjeut 
and  not  by  contrivance  aforethought;  he  blames 
one  Townsend  for  first  suggesting  the  thing, 
and  considers  his,  having  frequented' Walnut- 
street  and  falling  into  other  evil  habits,  among 
which  was  the  breach  of  the  Sabbath,  as  pre- 
paring  him  for  this  crime,  which  has  brought 
him  to  an  untimely  end. 

On  the  first  of  last  month,  a  woman  at  Lane- 
End,  Staffordshire,  was  safely  delivered  of  her 
twenty-third  child  /  ! — Eng.  pap. 

.MAKRIKD. 

On  Tuesday,  the  15th  insC  in  Christ  Church,  by  the  Rt. 
Rev  Bishop  tiobart,  the  Rev.  Dr.  L^ell,  to  Miss  Mary  Ben- 
net. 

In  Brooklyn,  same  day,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Onderdonk,  Lieut. 
Francis  Sanderson,  of  the  U.  S  Navy,  to  Margaret  Tingey, 
eldest  daughter  of  Tunis  Craven,  Esq. 

On  i  hursday  evening,  by  Rev  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  David 
U.  Howell,  to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  McChord,  all  c»f  this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Dr.Lyeli,  Mr.  James  H.  McKen¬ 
zie,  to  Miss  Sarah  P  daughter  of  Mr.  Daniel  Perry,  all  of 
this  city; 

At  St/iten-Island,  on  Thursday,  17th  inst.  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Cole,  Mr.  John  Drake,  of  this  city,  to  Miss  Mary-  Ann, 
daughter  of  Mr.  James  Totten,  of  the  former  place. 

On  Sunday,  by  W.  M.  Stilwell,  Mr.  Jonathan  Pease  of 
this  city,  to  Miss  Jemima  Waters,  of  Jericho,  (L  1.) 

DIED. 

On  Wednesday*  Catharine  Delphini,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Phenix,  Eeq.  aged  13. 

On  Thursday,  Mrs.  Pbebe  Cock,  aged  70.  Mr.  Henry 
Blades. 

Same  day,  Charlotte,  wife  of  J.  W.  Martin,  aged  32. 
Friday,  at  Hserlem,  Ur  George  Meinell,  aged  87. 
Saturday,  Capt.  Roland  Lee,  aged  43  ^ 

Same  day,  Mr.  George  Peacock,  aged  42. 

Sunday,  at  Staten-iiland,  Mr.  Reuben  Olawsmi,  aged 
62.  • 

Deaths  in  this  city,  las^eeh,  92. 

John  0.  Totten,  Printer,  No.  9  Bowery* 


